BY REAR ADMIRAL OSBON.

HERE were thres partlicularly wileawake wvoung men with Admiral
Farragut when he ran the forts below: New Orléans and began the as-
i o cension of the river. One of thesé was Watson; he is Rear-Admiral
S Al ! Watson now. Another was Koorts; he is Rear-Admiral Koorts. now;: and the
'-third WAaE George Dewey, now the second Admiral in aur country’s ‘history.
| These three the navy knows as “Farragut's cubs.”
What Dewey did at Manila surprised none of the old naval crowd. He pos-
s sesfed the distinction among a gwarm.of men who feared nothing of being at
all times absolute master of himself. His was a perfect combihation of epur-
= age, judgment and’ Intelligence.
‘ﬁ It was my fortune to give the signal that sent George Dewwy to his first
siigreat achlevement,

Farragut was running the forts below New Orleans in 1862, and Dewey was
exceutive officer of the sidewheel steamer Mississippi.

The signal ordered the Mississipp! to destroy the rebel lronclad ram Manas-
as, which was steaming at ‘us, and 1t didn't take the Mississippl twenty min-
,,}utea to carry out the order in the most magnificent and spectacular style.

Melancthon Smith was the Mississlppl's commander, but Dewey was the
uecuﬁve officer In more senses than the officlal one, His was the mind that
saw the opportunity for & brilliant’ thing, dnd no than ever made more of his
pportunity. Hju enm'mander kuew mlﬁs “when it came under his eye, and
trusted Dewey J.lttetiy.

It was on the mnml‘ng af A.pxll 24 18&2 a dark, foggy morning with the
night not yet otit 'dlf 1. “The floet Was steaming up in a double line, hammer lng
Fort Jackeon on the west bank nnd Fort Bt; Philip on the starbodrd slde, THe
smoke from funnels and guns hlmg oyer the river and there were |ndieations
M of & very hot time to,coms further op. The Hartford, Farragut's flagship,
'as the last of the'line on-one side and the Mmsisslpp! bad the same position
on the other, “Thls was the statlon of greatest dinger for in running forgs
it s the last ship thaticomes in for most of the peppering, 'We had heen fight-
ng forts, rams, war ihlr!s ‘and firé 'rafts and our woodens ships bristled with
qqg—s driven in tu ﬂ]] ahm hales and Wi had besn on fire S0 much that. 1r had
oL ltB novelty., Tl;;e ﬁnemy a.ﬂr.:a.t lm.r.l heen pretty: well cleaned out L-eluw Uk,
but :lual‘a at dawn I caugm sight of the Manassss.sqeaking gut from the shore
and’ ‘heading for us, Intent on ramming the stern off ‘the Hartford,

CFlag *)m&r T calied—-F‘arra;ut was called flag officer then—‘here s the
Manassas agaln"’ d

“Make a g)gm:, he Eﬂswerad o the—looking around to see what shlp

a.s available for the Job—td 'the Mississinpl to sink that f= Mow!

- Up went my Hags, “The first, the pinhani, tclld the Mississ npl she was
...f‘ meant, and the memuge :ollu\e“ directing her to .enp; I the Munassds and

' nk her. [l 2% ok ?

* The flag halllards were not taut wlu‘n‘"he Mississippi's helm went down
hm’ﬁ ‘and she was coming abound #s qulek as har biz paddle whesls pould
-drlire her. The Misslssippt was the only paddle-whes! steamer there, the Hart-
ford, Brooklyn, Richmond and Pensacola all being sorew hﬂ&tq that eculd not
turn gs quickly and were lesa fit for the minseuvre.  The MP‘ﬂiBB Ipl was a
“Little ahead of us, but ghe was able to get around to the enemy Arst ngr the pld
'l"'ﬂm would not have s‘lven the § b of tac)uing that raliroad-iron-coverad thing.
. "to anyhody alse, 2 R

' ‘T - The Mississlpnl, sWinglng ina cirele, took a little time, and we watihed he
2 {with one eye, whlla the other was keeplng track of the ram. The Manassas o
was low on the water md her alnping« roar was covered with Iron, bulted and
dmmtai!ed
Wejmvew very,

by

!mle about im?wala,d mﬂ Lhcre were nany at that time wio
.irun- wnwl m‘m 4anythh:g we mig! 1l:_ Elre at ir fram our
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on the bow and fired. The recoil weuld pull the muzzls of the sun
back inside and a shutter would drop llke an eyelld, so there was no
way to Iurt her ynless we pierced her armor. We knew her pretty
WEI_I by this time. Bhe had tried-to ram the Brooklyn, but was too
close, and she had shouldered a big fire raft right under our star-
board bow and get the Hartford ablaze. . We conld not drive her off,
80 1 knelt on the deck and pulled the plugs out of thres blg shells.
It*was &' tleklish time. Farragut saw mie kneeling there and ex-
clalmed:

'WeIl well, Mr. Osbon, this s no 1lme to pray.’

“Just walt a moment, Flag Officer, and you'll hear the loydest
answen to & prayer that ever you heard,®

Then' overboard ‘went the sheélls into the heart of the burning
tar barrels, cotton and oll, and the explosion of the shells blew the
whole slde out of the fire ship and scared the Manassas away. She
didn’t know what wds happening.

S0 we knew the Manassas protty wall,

The Mississippi did not have far to go,  As soon as she was ghout
she began to angle off down the river direct for the ram. Just
imagine a great big ferryboat, with paddle wheels reaching above
the deck, running down the Katahdin and you will have some idea
of“haw it lyoked to us on the Hartford. The single gun of the ram
spoke, but this was only a'sort of challenge. She was bound for the
Hartford and meant to drive her gteal beak Into her. It was all clogs
work, no 4.000-yard ranges such us the tools the boys have to work
with nowadays' make poagsitle, The whale thing could have heen en-
closed by a clrole a few hundred yards In dimension. We were not
a hundred yards from them curselves when the Missiesippl opened put,

She came right on to the Manasssig and then sheered aside and
from the'shortest range let g0 her port broadside. She had to de-
press her guns and hoot right down on the ram,

She ecarrled twelve sight-inch Paxham guns, sx on a slde, and
she fired solid ballg of Iron. They were not the gteel armor-p ercing
projectiles’ of to-day, of course, but spheres, and they were good
enovgh for the rallroad fron. The Miesigsippl had eﬂﬁenﬂ} extra

rarged her guns. and swhen those six huge masses of metal came to- |
gm_er Againgt the Manassas's slde they bent the ralls wherever
they hit; and the ends of the long rallroad h‘uml ﬁe‘£ dutward, pu'l-
Ang tts af I they had been pins and ripping bandp as if t!:tey hm:L
been paper.

The crush an. 'mp:ct was tmmendous We were used to nolse
“-,.g cnuld W«? dron glnhaa smming mrm bmt rails threw
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them up and scattered them like a bundle of laths dropped tmmi ‘:Iﬂ

ten-story building:- The air was full of fiving sparks., The broadsida. I' 1";

.staggered the ram and she began to back out of the way. The Mis= f"‘
sissippi swung around and at almost "equally olose range let hen __ﬁ

have the starboasd broadslde full on the slope where the rails hed
been bent, twisted and broken by the first flight of eight-lneh shat. =

The effect of this second dlscharge was wonderful and intensely
satlsfactory to us on the Hartford who watched it and saw this =~
mysterious terror reduced to a stack of old rallg, tangled, twlltad,, :_""
confused dnd all askew. After the second discharge the Mam i
was dangerous only to the men on board of her.. Her domma
saw It was all up with his ram and made haste to run her :nhm:‘. {4
They drove her nose up on the bank as far as they could, opened ﬂé”
shutter of the single port and began to secrambls out anyhow. i

The ships in thoge days had no secondary batterles, or we qouiir» =
have killed the last man of them. The Mississippl was preparing tp'"" *!
capture the wreck and riddled craft when the current pulled hnrm A
the bank and she drifted down a/llttle way and sank, the be.leu ﬂ-‘r
ploding as she went down,

The Misslesippl had no bridge and the Captain tausht her m a"‘
the poop deck. Dewey was elther on the poop with Melnncmba .
Smith or on the main deck, but the smoke hid them from our a!.:ht ‘Hi
alfter the first broadside. g e

The who'e performance was just llke Dewey. He did :lmtw "
how dangerous the ram was, but he realized that hesltstk
certainly fatal. 1f the Manassas had ever got a clear chance at th
old paddle-wheel steamer {t would have cut her in two with a.hhgh'-
The only chance was the one she took, to make Hght for the ram
and at & range so close that the projestiles she could fire would Mn—
the greatest penetration, and baiter the ram to pleces before it
could delfver a return. AT

< Celerity with which Dewey, for the executive officer dlmctqll' 1
the plans, carried out the order that Auttered from the Hartford o

3

- J
filled all with admliration. It was not twenty minutes from thaj.tuu "l" [
the Mississippl got the word that she was back in the line doing llh - 'H
.share to smash the forts, and the once threatening Munusshis was & .
wreek In.the mud at the bottom of the river. N ’3

It was Dewey's baptism of fire, and nobly he scquitted \umqqm
Later, when. the Misslesippl went down a riddled wreck hﬂl"ﬂ&’.
Dewey was the last man to leave her. T did not goa that, bnt in i 1
our Admiral's career there Is nothing finer to my mind than t.lnh- 4
mcuenutnatugay murlbbed ram below New om .-




